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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed 
January 13, 2003, Applicants respectfully request consideration 
of the following Remarks. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1 to 59 are pending. The Examiner alleges that 
the claims are directed to four distinct and independent 
inventions set forth as Groups I to IV as follows: 


Group I : 


Claims 1 through 27, directed to nucleic 
acids; 


Group I I : 


Claims 2 8 through 53 and 55 through 56, 
directed to a nucleic acid hybridization 
method; 


